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in it he compares the rate of increase of urban and rural areas
and may be said to have laid the foundation of registration
statistics. Sir William Petty, who carried his work farther, was
in many ways a remarkable man. It fell to Halley to construct
the first life table in 1693. The famous astronomer, having
promised to present a paper to the Royal Society, which was
running short of material, came across data from the city of
Breslau which gave not only the facts which Graunt had had
for London but in addition the ages of those who had died.
Hence he was able to construct the first true life table. From
this time onwards, with better data and more refined methods,
studies of this nature were continually improved; Siissmilch in
Germany and Price in this country made famous contributions
during the next century. At the date when Malthus wrote
there was a considerable amount of accurate knowledge relating
to expectation of life, and the work of life assurance had been
placed upon a sound foundation.

More directly relevant to population theory were the discus-
sions about the size of different populations at various times.
When Malthus published his first edition, the first English census
had not been taken, and since this country, though not the
first to take a census, was among the pioneers, accurate know-
ledge of the kind only to be derived from censuses was lacking.
Nevertheless many important points had been cleared up, and
by 1800 there was general agreement on the subject of the
increase of the population of Europe. Shortly before 1700 a
number of estimates were made about the contemporary popu-
lation of the different continents; they varied widely and,
though some came, as we know, near the truth, it does not
appear that contemporaries distinguished between the fantastic
and the sound estimates. In the following century the estimates
became less diverse, and about the middle of the century
Sussmilch gave a figure for Europe which we now believe not
to have been far from the truth and which commanded general
respect.

While more or less accurate knowledge about the popula-
tion of Europe was being made available and was becoming